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tween the wealth which a man actually uses and that
which remains, as I may say, only potential. A man
may desire an indefinite quantity of wealth, because
he may wish to have rights which he may yet never
turn to actual account. There is a certain satis-
faction, no doubt, in knowing that I have a vast
balance at my banker's, though I have no desire to
use it. I may want it some time or other; and, even
if I never want it, I may enjoy the sense of hav-
ing a disproportionate barrier of money-bags piled
up between me and the yawning gulf of actual
poverty. Therefore, though a very limited amount
may be enough to satiate all our existing desires,
we may like to know that there is more at our dis-
posal. If possession carried with it the necessity of
using our property, if we could not have potential as
distinguished from actual wealth, we should be so far
from desiring an indefinite increase of wealth that we
should regard the increase beyond a certain limit as
only one of two intolerable alternatives.

The question, therefore, How rich should I wish
to be ? requires an answer to the previous question,
How rich can I be ? A man, even if on the intel-
lectual level of a savage, can be indefinitely rich in
potential wealth : he may, that is, have a right to
millions of pounds or be the owner of thousands of
acres; but in order to use them he must have certain